In this study the following parasites were found in fishes from the Dardanelles 
Introduction
listed the then-known parasite fauna of Turkish marine waters and none were reported as from the Dardanelles, Çanakkale or Western Anatolia. While it is true that little has been done in the Dardanelles, Öktener (2005) was in error, placing the records of Anisakis simplex by Oguz et al. (2000) in the Sea of Marmara or the Marmara Sea [sic] rather than in the Dardanelles strait. This paper is, therefore, only the second reporting endohelminths from fishes from this strait connecting the Aegean Sea and the Sea of Marmara.
Material and Methods
The study area is in Western Anatolia, with the coordinates 40 o 17'N, 26 o 41'E ( Fig. 1 (Linnaeus, 1758) and 20 Scomber scombrus (Linnaeus, 1758) . The fish were kept in the tanks until examination within 24 hours of collection.
Methods adapted and utilised for the helminthological necropsy, and later for the analysis, were routine techniques (Pritchard & Kruse, 1982) . All possible sites of infection were examined for the occurrence of parasites with the aid of a stereo microscope with ×12 and ×50 magnifications. The parasites were fixed with AFA, and then stained with Mayer's carmalum. Data for the prevalence, intensity and abundance are given (see Margolis, et al., 1982) . Abbrevations: DAP, Dardanelles Project number, HWML, Harold W. Manter Laboratory, Lincoln, Nebraska, USA.
Results
See Tables 1 -3 Bd -body; Ph -pharynx; Os -oral sucker; Vs -ventral sucker; Tt -testes (A -anterior; P -posterior); Ov -ovary Gibson & Bray, 1986 ) and many other hosts (see http://www.nhm.ac.uk/research-curation/projects/hostparasites/database/). It is frequently reported in the Mediterranean and Black Seas (Nikolaeva, 1975) , including the Turkish Aegean Sea (Akmirza, 1997 (Akmirza, , 1998 (Akmirza, , 2000a (Akmirza, , 2003 . (Gibson & Bray, 1986) , and is widely reported in the Mediterranean and Black Seas (see http://www.nhm.ac. uk/research-curation/projects/host-parasites/database/; Nikolaeva, 1975 ), but has not been reported in Turkish waters (Öktener, 2005) . Data on the life cycle have been present by Køie (1991 (Dimitrov, 1995) . It is widely known in belonid fishes in the Mediterranean and north eastern Atlantic (Bray, 1987 Remarks: This is a common parasite of S. scombrus and is reported mainly in the North Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea, although occasional records come from a much wider range including several from the Black Sea (Bray & Gibson, 1990 ). This species has been reported twice from Pomatomus saltatrix off the Bulgarian coast of the Black Sea (Dimitrov, 1989; Bray & Gibson, 1990 (Bray & Gibson, 1990 Akmirza (1997) , in the Sea of Marmara by Oguz (1995) and in the Black Sea by Doganay (1994) and Avşar (1997) .
Hemiuridae metacercarıa
Anisakis simplex (Rudolphi, 1809) Host: Scomber scombrus Infection site: intestine Voucher Specimen reference number: HWML 216157-216158 Remarks: This widespread parasite whose larval stage is found in marine fishes and whose adult is usually found in cetaceans, has been reported in Turkish waters of the Aegean Sea by Akmirza (1997 Akmirza ( , 1998 Akmirza ( , 2000a Akmirza ( , b, 2003 and the Aegean and Dardanelles by Oguz et al. (2000) . It was reported in the Black Sea as an adult in Phocaena phocaena by Borcea (1935) and, although it remains listed as a parasite of Black Sea cetaceans, the record awaits confirmation (Birkun, 2002) . Herreras et al. (1997) suggested that the absence of Anısakıs spp. in the Black Sea is due to particular physical and chemical characteristics of the area. The systematics and phylogeny of Anisakis species is complex and several species are now recognised based on electrophoretic and molecular markers (Mattiucci & Nascetti, 2006 Altunel (1982) . It is widespread in the Mediterranean Sea and is reported in the Black Sea (Parukhin, 1975; Dmitrieva & Gaevskaya, 2001 ).
Conclusions
The Dardanelles (once known as the Hellespont) is the narrow strait connecting the Aegean Sea to the Sea of Marmara. It is 61 km long and 6 km at its widest. It is shallow, with an average depth of 55 m, and is only 82 m at its deepest. A surface current runs from the Sea of Marmara to the Aegean and an undercurrent runs in the other direction. The water flowing into the Aegean from the Dardanelles has a salinity of 24 -28 ‰. This study is the first attempt to survey the helminth fauna of this region. As poınted out above, Öktener (2005) was in error in listing no records from the Dardanelles, as Anısakıs sımplex had been reported there by Oguz et al. (2000) . In Oguz & Bray (2006) we discussed the findings of a study of the digeneans of fishes in the Sea of Marmara, and found that all but two of the 13 species were reported in both the Mediterranean and Black Seas, these two having not been reported in the Black Sea. Similarly, in the current study only one fully identified worm is not convincingly reported in the Black Sea. This is Anisakis simplex, which has been reported once in a cetacean the Black Sea, but not in a fish in its larval form. The record of this worm from the Black Sea is now questioned (Birkun, 2002) . It seems likely that the record of Anisakis simplex in this paper and those of Oguz et al. (2000) represent the furthest encroachment of Anisakıs towards the Black Sea. The fauna is, as would be expected, undistinguishable from that of the adjacent Aegean Sea. The diversity index M=N/N' (N number of parasite species/N' number of fish species examined) was used by us (Oguz & Bray, 2006) to compare the diversity of the Sea of Marmara with that of other Mediterranean and Black Sea sites (see Bartoli et al., 2005) . The figure for the Sea of Marmara was M = 1.4, and the figure for the digeneans in the present study is M = 1.1. Much more sampling is necessary in both regions, but both figures are relatively low and closer to those found in the Adriatic Sea than those found in other eastern Mediterranean and Black Sea sites. The data we have collected shows no influence of the Lessepsian migration which affects the figures in the eastern Mediterranean.
